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THE MAJOR SCALE

/ , X Scale formula tromRoot C: CDEFGC ABC
— ! SO S /b /D ( A (b 6 D/ - 5 f o/ s
Triads in Scalct C Dmi Emi F G Ami Bdm
Seventh chords in Scalc}(: MA7T Dmi7 Emi7 F MA7 G7 Ami7 Bmin7bSs
Sixth chords in Scalcho Dmié Fé Gé

THE MAJOR SCALE IN MUSIC NOTATION
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Theguitar fingerings: O = Lowest Root F . \ '

Try playing the C major scale over these progressions: f=1 b‘!\?l,m,mum
) Dmi7 G7 Cma7 Cma7 2) Ami G F~ F G
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THE MAJOR PENTATONIC SCALE

Scale formula from Root C:  C D E G A
R 2 3 5 6
9 (13)
This scale is called the Major Pentatonic because 1) The interval from Cto Eis a ma,or third, and helps to spell the

chord C major, found in this scale (CEG); 2) “Pentatonic” comes from Greek/Latin “penta” meaning five. There are five
notes in this scale.

When two numerals are shown under a letter in the scale spelling (See the “D” note above) the numerals are there to
indicate that the note has two functions or titles in the scale and its chords.
C D E F G A B C D E F G A
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

As you can see, the D note is both the 2nd note, and the 9th note of the C Major Scale. The A note is both the sixth and
the thirteenth. You should keep this piece of info stored away for later use.
Please note: 1) that this scale is like the C major scale except that it's missing the 4th—F, and the 7th—B. 2) This scale
spells a chord when all of the notes are sounded together. The chord is called C 6/9. C E G A D
1 3 S 6 9
THE MAJOR PENTATONIC SCALE IN MUSIC NOTATION
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O = Lowest Root







